


Massachusetts Ocean Partnership

History—

• National ocean commissions reports - 2003

• MA Ocean Management Task Force - 2004
• Ocean management legislation filed - 2004
• MOP Strategic Plan development - 2006-07
• MOP 3-year effort to support MA ocean planning  

2007-10



Massachusetts Ocean Partnership

Overall Goal—

Support development and implementation 
of an ocean management plan that 
promotes:

1) healthy, resilient ocean ecosystems, and 

2) a thriving, sustainable marine-
dependent economy for Massachusetts.



Massachusetts Ocean Partnership

MOP is not:

1) A regulatory body, or

2) an advocate for any single interest 
group.



Massachusetts Ocean Partnership

MOP is:

1) A unique collaboration that brings together a 
broad range of ocean interest groups;

2) Dedicated to the integration of science and 
stakeholder input via a balanced decision-
making process; and

3) Committed to helping MA create and 
implement the best ocean management plan 
possible.



Massachusetts Water
Resources Authority

http://www.massaudubon.org/index.php
http://www.compassonline.org/


Roles and Responsibilities
EEA—
Development and implementation 

of ocean management plan in 
accordance with Oceans Act:

• Empanel OAC/SAC

• Establish & manage Work Groups

• Acquire public/stakeholder input

• Generate plan alternatives and 
develop draft plan

• Conduct public hearings/review

• Implement plan and evaluate 
effectiveness

MOP—
Support EEA efforts and fulfill 

obligations to Partnership (5-year 
Strategic Plan):

• Support public/stakeholder input

• Provide technical materials in support 
of planning, data integration/analysis, 
development of plan framework 
options, application of decision 
support tools, etc.

• Provide technical materials in support 
of plan implementation and evaluation



MOP Science Program
Data Mining; Public/Stakeholder 
Input; Planning Framework /tools 
Options

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

7/08-1/09 2-4/09 5-6/09 7-12/09

Develop 
Draft Plans

Review
Modify 
Draft

Formal Review of Final Plan

Plan 
Launch

12/31/09

12/08 -Ecosystem/Economic Modeling

Data Integration/Metadata Portal

Data Inventory 11/08-1/09

Planning Framework Options 9-11/08

10-11/08

Indicators 1/09 -

Data Network Development 1/09 -

Long-term Framework Development 



MOP Coms/Outreach

OAC/SAC Ocean Planning Workshop (11/12/08)

7-12/09Public Hearings

0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓȭ %ÖÅÎÔÓ

9-10/08Public Listening Sessions 5-6/09Spring Listening Sessions

MA Ocean Management Planning Process Documentary  (5/08-1/2010)

Progress Reports

Special Events Workshops/Forums (2-5/09) Coastal Zone 2009

10-11/08Stakeholder Interviews 1-5/09 Stakeholder Outreach Activities

Data Mining; Public/Stakeholder 
Input; Planning Framework /tools 
Options

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

7/08-1/09 2-4/09 5-6/09 7-12/09

Develop 
Draft Plans

Review
Modify 
Draft

Formal Review of Final Plan

Plan 
Launch

12/31/09



Ocean Management Workshop

Massachusetts 
Ocean Plan



End.


